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Base prices on stainless pipe have not 
changed since the August 7th increase.  
There was an increase actually published 
but it was later 
rescinded due to 
misinterpretations 
between the raw 
material mills and 
the pipe 
manufacturers.  We 
do, however, expect 
another base 
increase between 
now and the end of 
the year. 

Surcharges for 
October increased another 14% (see 
graph) but will come back slightly in 

both alloys in November.  At this 
writing, December surcharges have not 
been released. 

Lead times for 
large diameter (14” 
and up), if not in 
stock, are now 
running 36 to 42 
weeks.  Lead times 
for commodity sizes 
(1/2” to 12”), if not 
in stock, are running 
8 to 12 weeks on 
average.  There is 
very little inventory 
of stainless pipe 
currently available 

at the mill level and inventories do not 
appear to be rising. 

 
The business climate remains very strong.  Ethanol plants, waste water 

treatment plants and refineries head the list of the many projects scheduled 
for construction in the coming year.  The fabrication business is also very 

active due to these projects.   We anxiously look forward to the opportunities 
ahead for the remainder of this year and 2007. 
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